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2011 NECAP Parent Practice Test Booklet 

 

 

Parent Name: _______You________________    District Name: Bristol Warren Regional School District 

 

1. Rhode Island is at the forefront of the education reform movement currently sweeping 

the country. Officials received national acclaim for firing every public high school 

teacher in Central Falls. Our legislature succeeded in passing the state's first education 

funding formula and lifted a cap restricting the number of charter schools per district. The 

first of possibly many Mayoral Academies, publicly funded regional charter schools run 

by private charter management companies, was opened in the Blackstone Valley. For its 

many efforts, Rhode Island was recently awarded a $75 million grant from the federal 

Race to the Top (RTTT) initiative. What could possibly be wrong with this type of 

education reform? 

A. Nothing. It’s the very definition of perfection. 

B. It needs more Hollywood movies extolling its virtues. Let’s hire Gotham 

Ghostwriters to pen the screenplays. 

C. The RI Department of Education (RIDE) lacks a catchy slogan. Something like: 

“Pimp my RIDE! – Tricking out a vehicle for education reform.” Yeah, they could 

put that on the sides of school buses. Oh, and don’t forget the racing stripes. 

Imagine how much faster the movement would be with more racing stripes! 

Anyhow, you get the gist. 

D. Well, for starters, it has an unsustainable financial model. Less aid is going to 

traditional public schools in districts such as Bristol-Warren, which is losing around 

$9 million over the next ten years thanks to our new "fair" funding formula. 

Meanwhile, RTTT, tech industry elites and Wall Street bankers are pouring billions 

into charter management companies. 

2. And exactly how is that unsustainable, smarty pants? 

A. Because you don't believe in education reform. 
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B. Because you dislike children. 

C. Because you don't have a clue. 

D. Through various federal tax credits and interest payments on construction loans 

alone, "non-profit" charter management companies and their rich financiers 

are able to nearly double their investments in only seven years. Charter 

management companies also allow donors to retain a great deal of control 

over their money, meaning they can influence charter school expenditures. 

With the emphasis placed on technology by RTTT and RIDE, it's easy to see 

where the investors intend to allocate funds -- right back into their pockets. 

3. But shouldn't the backers of charter management companies be compensated if 

charters schools can get the great results they espouse? 

A. Not in dollars. Your first born should suffice. 

B. Yes. These guys are crazy. If you don't pay them, they'll really NECAP you! 

C. Maybe. But you don't know how much because you still don't have a clue, 

genius. 

D. By Wall Street's own projections, the emerging digital education market will be 

at least $500 billion, all of it off the backs of taxpayers. It's another economic 

bubble waiting to be blown up by many of the same perpetrators of the 

housing and dot com busts. Even if charter schools were more effective than 

traditional public schools, the numbers just don't work out. 

4. Ha! Don't make me laugh. Are you suggesting that charters are worse than traditional 

public schools? 

A. This is serious and I shouldn't be laughing. 

B. You're slowly starting to win me over to your side. 

C. The findings of the most comprehensive studies on charter schools to date show 

that, with few exceptions, charters do not perform better than public schools. In 

fact, a large number actually perform worse. Charters have been known to hire 

non-certified teachers, refuse special needs students and cut programs, and 

under-performing charters are often difficult to close. In other words, like most 

big corporations, they become beholden to their investors rather than their 

customers (a.k.a. our children). 

D. All of the above. 
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5. Hey, at least these reforms won't affect traditional public schools... Right? 

A. I'm sorry for saying that you don't have a clue. You're actually quite informed. 

B. Since charter schools suck up large portions of funding, even the few that are 

performing better are likely doing so at the expense of the traditional public 

schools in their districts. On top of that, charters can siphon away tax dollars by 

piggy backing on existing public school infrastructure and they tend to keep 

only the best students. These factors present even more difficult problems for 

public schools that are expected to achieve already unrealistic performance 

goals (e.g. 100% reading and math proficiency by 2014) or face stiff penalties -- 

including becoming charters themselves! 

C. The answer to every question is D. 

D. All of the above. 

6. Okay, I'll bite. What's the deal with the unrealistic performance goals? 

A. The reform movement's obsession with standardized test scores as the most 

important measure of student proficiency has forced educators to narrow the 

curriculum and simply teach to the NECAPs. If teaching effectively in this sort of 

high-stakes environment sounds impossible that's because it's meant to be. 

Teachers have become the scapegoats for all the ills of our education system, 

not because they're the "pigs at the trough" as much as they have the political 

clout to try and prevent the wholesale privatization of our schools. 

Unfortunately, the Central Falls firings seem to have left them too scared to fight 

back. 

B. Holy @#$%! 

C. We're in big trouble. 

D. All of the above. 

7. Can't the School Committee or Town Councils prevent this attack on our schools? 

A. Please say yes. 

B. Come on! You're starting to test my patience. 

C. Wait a minute, who is testing whom here?
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D. Despite claims to the contrary, Mayoral Academies have less accountability to 

parents, teachers, and students than our traditional public schools. Not even 

School Committee or Town Council members have much, if any, control over 

how the charter management companies run their academies, which operate 

outside of the districts where they reside. Mayoral Academies are governed by 

a board of trustees, with usually only one representative from each town or city 

within the region. This centralization of power into the hands of people who 

have little to no experience in education cannot possibly make Mayoral 

Academies more responsive to the concerns of all the various stakeholders. 

8. What can we do to help stop this so-called education reform movement from 

encroaching on our district? 

A.  Wish it away. 

B.   Move to Barrington. 

C.  Wait for Superman. 

D.  Get involved. Check out the references below to learn more. Go to School 

Committee and Town Council meetings and let them know your concerns 

about the education deformers. Tell friends and family. But, most importantly, 

join the Bristol-Warren Parents' Alliance (BWPA): 

bwparentsalliance@googlegroups.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer Key: 

BWPA Facebook Page - 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/home.php?sk=group_163328960363643 

Democracy Now! - http://www.democracynow.org/tags/charter_schools 

Diane Ravitch, The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and 

Choice are Undermining Education - http://dianeravitch.com/ 

RI Funding Formula Map - http://www.projo.com/news/2010/popup/school-funding-map/ri-

school-funding-plan.html 

Wall Street Journal: “When it comes to K through 12 education, we see a $500 billion sector in 

the U.S. alone” - http://online.wsj.com/article/PR-CO-20101122-912404.html 


